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This  Annual  Report  is  compiled  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  circular  1492  (England)  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Health, 
October  18th,  1935.  There  is  a certain  amount  of  repetition  annually, 
which  may  appear  superfluous  from  the  local  aspect,  but  it  is  required 
for  the  information  of  the  Ministry. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS,  1935. 

Area  of  Urban  District  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  698 

Civil  Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate)  ...  8948 

Population  at  Census  of  1931  (Males  4,261,  Females  4,730)  8991 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (193 1 Census)  ...  ...  2517 

Total  Private  Families  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  2533 

Census  Population  living  more  than  2 persons  per  room  ...  15*3% 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1935)  according  to 

Rate  Book  ...  ...  ...  Unobtainable 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...  ...  — 

Density  of  Population  per  acre  ...  ...  ...  12*9 

Number  of  Births  (Males  65,  Females  56)  ...  ...  121 

Illegitimate  Births  (Males  3,  Females  2)  ...  ...  5 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  13’5 

Illegitimate  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  41*3 

Number  of  Deaths,  including  residents  who  died  away  from 

Heckmondwike  (Males  64,  Females  64)  ...  ...  128 

Net  Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  ...  ...  ...  14*3 

Number  of  Still  Births  (Males  1,  Females  1)  ...  ...  2 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  41*3 

Illegitimate  Death  Rate  per  1,000  Births  Registered  ...  Nil 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (all  forms)  per  1,000  ...  ...  0-34 

Phthisis  Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  ...  ...  ...  0T1 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  0T1 

Respiratory  Diseases  Death  Rate  per  1,000  (excluding  Phthisis)  0’9 
Cancer  Death  Rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  2*8 

Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  notified  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  22 

Cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified  ...  ...  5 

Cases  of  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  notified  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Inquests  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  £46,157 

Rate  of  Id.  in  £ produces  approx.  ...  ...  ...  £174 

Rainfall  in  inches  ...  ...  ...  ...  31*70 

Number  of  Wet  Days  ...  ...  ...  ...  191 

Parliamentary  Voters  ...  ...  ...  ...  6403 

Local  Government  Voters  ...  ...  ...  4767 

Poor  Law  Relief  Distributed  ...  ...  £1,675  19s.  lOd. 

Dried  Milk  given  under  Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order  284lbs. 
Infants  born  during  1935  fed  wholly  or  partially  from 

Public  Funds,  13,  equivalent  to  11*4%  of  total  births. 
Primary  Vaccinations  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Exemption  Certificates  granted  ...  ...  ...  85 
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Section  A— Statistics  and  social  conditions  of  the  Area. 

Area. — The  area  of  the  Urban  District  is  696  acres. 

Population. — At  the  1931  Census  the  population  of  Heckmond- 
wike proved  to  be  8,991.  The  Registrar-General  estimates 
the  population  of  Heckmondwike  at  the  middle  of  1935 
to  be  8,948. 

Xo.  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1935)  according  to  Rate  Books 
is  unobtainable. 

Rateable  Value,  £46,157. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate,  estimated  £174  approx. 

Social  Conditions.  Heckmondwike  is  an  industrial  town, 
the  inhabitants  of  which  are  principally  engaged  in  the  textile 
trade.  Por  many  years  it  has  been  noted  for  the  quality  of  its 
productions,  especially  woollen  yarns,  carpets,  cloth,  etc. 
Engineering,  dyeing,  and  boot  manufacturing  are  also  important 
trades  in  the  town.  Some  coal  miners  live  in  Heckmondwike, 
but  their  work  is  outside. 

At  my  request,  the  Editor  of  the  “ Heckmondwike  Herald 
has  kindly  contributed  the  following  information:  — 

Taking  it  on  the  whole,  trade  in  Heckmondwike  has  been 
much  brighter  during  the  past  year.  An  indication  of  this  is  to 
be  found  in  the  increasing  share  capital  of  the  local  Co-opera- 
tive Society,  and  in  the  increasing  amount  of  commodities  pur- 
chased, which  indicates  that  money  is  more  plentiful.  Having 
a variety  of  trades,  Heckmondwike  is  less  liable  than  some  dis- 
tricts to  extreme  fluctuations,  but,  generally  speaking,  its  trades 
have  been  doing  better  during  the  past  twelve  months  than  the 
same  trades  in  other  parts  of  the  country.  The  carpet  trade  has 
been  busy  for  years,  and  is  particularly  busy  at  the  present  time. 
The  worsted  trade  as  a whole  is  fairly  busy  ; also,  trade  has  much 
improved  in  blankets  and  heavy  woollens.  In  engineering,  while 
one  large  firm  has  not  been  working  full  time,  another  is  doing 
overtime.  Trade  in  wire-drawing,  which  affects  Heckmondwike 
less  than  Cleckheaton,  has  also  improved/ ’ 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OP  HECKMONDWIKE. 
VITAL  STATISTICS 

of  whole  District  during  1935  and  previous  years. 


j 

Nett  Death 

s belongi 

ESTIMATED 

to  the  District. 

POPULATION. 

JN  El  l J5U4TJJS. 

Under  i 

A 

Year  of 

At  all  Ages. 

YEARLY 

1 

Mge 

AVERAGE. 

(Registrar 

General’s 

j 

Rate  per 

i 

1,000 

Figures). 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Nett 

Number. 

Rate 

per  1000 

Births 

per  1000 

1900-09 

9,613 

190 

19-8 

29 

152 

160 

16-6 

1910-19 

9,064 

169 

18  5 

19 

109 

148 

16-8 

1920-29 

8,968 

162 

180 

13 

80 

137 

15*3 

Year 

13  0 

1930 

8.830 

129 

14  6 

7 

54 

115 

1931 

9,071 

13S 

152 

9 

65 

129 

14  2 

1932 

9,009 

133 

14  8 

6 

45 

127 

147 

1933 

8,974 

103 

n-5 

12 

116 

125 

139 

1934 

8 964 

111 

12-4 

r* 

i 

63 

117 

137 

1935 

8,948 

121 

13  5 

5 

41 

128 

14-3 

g England  and  Wales 

i— H 

147 

57 

117 

r/j 

^ 121  County  Boroughs  and  Greatl 

tx  Towns  including  London  / 

148 

62 

11  8 

q 140  Smaller  Towns 

o 

t H 

X 

157 

55 

11*4 

• 

> 

8 London 

“H 

137 

58 

113 

Total 

Live  Births — (Legitimate  116 

(Illegitimate  5 

Still-Births  ...  ...  2 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  128 

Deaths  from  puerperal  causes  : — 
Puerperal  Sepsis 
Other  puerperal  causes  ... 
Total 


M. 

F. 

62 

O 

o 

54) 

2 ( 

Birth  Rate 

13-5 

l 

1 

Rate  per  1,000 

1 total 

births, 

16-3 

64 

64 

Death  Rate, 

14  3 

Deaths. 

Rate 

per  1,000  total  births. 

i 

87 

1 

87 

2 

16-3 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  41 ’3 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  43  1 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  ...  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

,,  , Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  1 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  Nil 


There  has  been  no  unusual  or  excessive  mortality  during  the  year  apart 
from  Cancer,  there  being  25  deaths  against  22  the  previous  year. 
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Births.  During  the  year  doctors  notified  49,  mid  wives  65, 
and  other  persons,  no  births.  The  birth  rate  for  Heckmoudwike  for 
1935  is  13*5  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Infantile  Death  Rate.  It  is  pleasing  to  he  able  to  report  an 
infantile  death  rate  of  41  per  1,000  for  the  past  year,  against  63  for 
the  previous  year. 

General  Death  Rate.  This  figure  works  out  at  14 -3  per  1,000 
of  the  population.  A comparison  may  be  made  with  the  rates  given 
in  the  preceding  table  for  Heckmondwike  and  other  areas.  A list  of 
the  causes  of  death  is  given  below. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  HECKMONDWIKE,  YEAR  1935 


1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

2. 

Measles 

— 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— ' 

4. 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

5. 

Diphtheria 

— 

6. 

Influenza 

1 

7. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

8. 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  ... 

— 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

1 

10. 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

11. 

Syphilis 

— 

12. 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  Tabes  Dorsalis 

- — 

13. 

Cancer,  Malignant  Disease 

25 

14. 

Diabetes 

3 

15. 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

6 

16. 

Heart  Disease 

31 

17. 

Aneurysm 

1 

18. 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

9 

19. 

Bronchitis 

3 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

4 

21. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

1 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 

23, 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years) 

— 

24. 

Appendicitis 

1 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

o 

26. 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  etc. 

— 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

28. 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

9 

29. 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

1 

30. 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

1 

31. 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations, 

etc. 

5 

32. 

Senility 

2 

33. 

Suicide 

— 

34. 

Other  Violence 

4 

35. 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

10 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35  above) — 

— 

Small-pox 

— - 

Poliomyelitis  ... 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

— 

There  have  been  no  sickness  and  invalidity  which  have  been 
specially  noteworthy  in  the  area  during  the  year. 
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SECTION  B— GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 

1.  (i)  (a)  Medical. 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OE  HEALTH. 

*G.  H.  Pearce,  M.D.  (Durli.),  M.R.C.P.  (Lend.), 
D.P.H.  (Camb.),  L.R.C.P.,  L.E.C.S.  (Edin.), 
L.R.F.P.S.  (Glas.),  Barrister-at-Law  (Inner 
Temple) . 

WOMAN  ASSISTANT  MEDICAL  OFFICER  FOR 
MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  (part-time) . 
* Agnes  W.  Jervis,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.  (St.  And.). 

CONSULTING  OBSTETRIC  SURGEON. 

*T Carlton  Oldfield,  M.D.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.P.,  F.R.C.S. 

(b)  Others. 

HEALTH  VISITOR  AND  SCHOOL  NURSE. 

*Nellie  Bintclifie,  3 years’  General  Training  Certificate; 
Certificate  of  the  Central  Midwives  Board;  New 
Health  Visitors  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary 
Institute . 


SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

A.  K.  Greenwood. 

* Fifty  per  cent,  salary  contribution  is  received  from 
Exchequer  Grants  in  respect  of  these  officers. 

t For  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  or  Puerperal  Fever. 

The  Aledical  Officer  is  also  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
School  Medical  Officer  for  the  adjoining  Borough  of  Batley.  The 
Health  Visitor  is  directly  employed  by  the  Council  as  such,  but 
the  West  Riding  County  Council  pays  the  Heckmondwike 
Council  an  annual  sum  for  her  part-time  services  as  School 
Nurse  under  the  County  Council.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is 
also  Meat,  Market  and  Housing  Inspector. 

(ii)  (a)  Laboratory  Facilities.  Facilities  are  provided  at  the 
County  Council  Laboratories,  Wakefield,  for  the  examination  of 
pathological  and  bacteriological  specimens.  The  figures  for  the 
year  1935  are  : Bloods  for  Widal  Reaction,  2;  Sputa  for  Tuber- 
culosis, 17;  Swabs  for  B.  Diphtherise,  38;  Urines  for  Tuber- 
culosis and  General  Examination,  1 ; Miscellaneous,  7 ; a total 
of  65. 


(b)  Ambulance  Facilities.  (a)  For  infectious  cases  are 
provided  by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board,  and  (b)  non-infectious 
cases  and  accidents  by  special  arrangement. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home.  There  have  been  no  changes  in 
the  arrangements  for  (a)  general  nursing,  and  (b)  nursing  of 
infectious  diseases  during  1935. 
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(d)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 


Address. 

Sessions. 

Day  and 
Time  of 
Meeting. 

Arrangements 
for  Medical 
Supervision. 

For 

George  Street 

Maternity 

M.O.H.  attends 

Sunday  School, 

and  Child 

Thursday 

weekly  for 

Heckmondwike 

Heckmondwike. 

Welfare 

2 to  4. 

consultation. 

U.D.  Council  is 

weekly 

the  Authority  s 

for  Maternity 

Public  Health 

Tuesday 

Woman  Asst. 

and  Child 

Department, 

Ante  Nata 

fortnightly 

M.O.H.  for 

Welfare. 

Greenside, 

fortnightly 

2 to  4. 

consultations. 

L 

Heckmondwike 

Diphtheria 

Ditto 

Immunisation 

Wednesday 

M.O.H.  in 

fortnightly 

9-30  to  11-30 

attendance 

Day  Nurseries 

None 

Public  Health 

Department, 

Daily  School 

Daily 

County  Council 

Greenside, 

Clinic 

9 a.m. 

through  its 

Heckmondwike 

S.  M.O.  and 

County  Council 

the  M.O.H. 

the  Authority.  J 

Heckmond- 

Tuberculosis 

\ 

wike. 

Dispensary , 

Venereal 

y Outside  the  District 

Diseases 

Centres. 

i 

Orthopaedic  and  Artificial  Light  Treatment  is  obtained  for 
Heckmondwike  scholars  at  the  hospitals  later  mentioned.  During 
1935  the  attendances  of  Heckmondwike  residents  at  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinics  were:  Dewsbury  Infirmary,  11  males  and 
1 female,  and  Leeds  Infirmary,  3 males. 

Doubtless  there  were  others  treated  by  medical  practitioners 
and  in  various  ways. 


(e)  Hospitals.  A description  of  the  public  or  voluntary 
hospital  services  available  for  Heckmondwike  residents  was  given 
on  page  9 of  the  Annual  Report  for  1980.  The  situation  is  the 
same  to-day  with  the  addition  that  the  Governors  of  Batley 
Hospital  have  agreed  to  admit  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  and 
Puerperal  Sepsis  amongst  Heckmondwike  residents,  subject  to 
financial  arrangements . 

Maternity  and  Nursing  Homes.  The  Heckmondwike 
Maternity  Home  is  supported  by  voluntary  contributions,  fees 
paid  by  patients,  and  Government  grant.  It  is  run  by  a volun- 
tary body  known  as  the  Heckmondwike  Nursing  Association, 
and  is  independent  of  the  Urban  District  Council. 

During  1935  the  Registrar  of  Births  reported  the  registration 
of  the  births  of  83  infants  born  in  the  Home.  Of  these  children 
the  parents  of  17  resided  in  Heckmondwike,  and  67  did  not 
reside  in  Heckmondwike.  The  figures  since  1922  are:  — 


Heckmondwike  H e ck  mon  dwik  e 


Year. 

Residents. 

Others. 

Year. 

Residents. 

Others. 

1922 

23 

50 

1929 

37 

46 

1923 

15 

56 

1930 

23 

64 

1924 

18 

54 

1931 

29 

57 

1925 

35 

41 

1932 

20 

52 

1926 

19 

51 

1933 

20 

53 

1927 

23 

57 

1934 

35 

59 

1928 

21 

61 

1935 

17 

67 

Whilst  doing  very  beneficial  work  for  Heckmondwike 
residents,  it  should  not  he  overlooked  that  this  Home  is  much 
used  by  and  is  a great  convenience  to  residents  in  neighbouring 
areas  where  there  are  no  Maternity  Homes.  The  Council,  during 
1935,  has  paid  the  fees  for  the  admission  of  4 mothers  who 
were  confined  in  the  Home  in  accordance,  with  the  arrangement 
entered  into  between  that  body  and  the  Nursing  Association, 
which  is  described  in  a previous  Annual  Report. 

At  the  time  this  report  is  being  compiled  I am  informed 
a Medical  Superintendent  of  the  Home  has  been  appointed  in 
the  person  of  Dr.  O'Reilly,  who  is  the  resident  Medical  Officer 
at  the  County  Hospital,  Batley.  This  news  is  very  pleasing, 
for  the  lack  of  such  an  officer,  who  is  not  engaged  in  general 
practice,  has  been  a defect  in  the  administration  of  the  Home 
in  the  past.  This  was  amply  demonstrated  in  October,  1934, 
when  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  to 
recommend  closure  for  at  least  one  month. 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 


Individual  patients  attending  Clinic 

Yearly 

average, 

1925-1929. 

61 

Yearly 

average, 

1930-1934. 

58 

Year 

1935. 

49 

Patients  found  normal  

17 

9 

4 

Patients  found  suffering  from  one  or 
defects  

more 

44 

49 

45 

Total  number  of  attendances  at  Clinic  .. 

140 

171 

104 

Defects  Classified. 

Respiratory  system,  excluding  Tuberculosis  ... 

6 

3 

4 

Circulatory  system,  excluding  Varicose 

Veins 

9 

13 

6 

Digestive  system,  excluding  Defective 
and  Constipation  

Teeth 

14 

13 

3 

Urinary  system  ...  

13 

12 

4 

Small  or  deformed  Pelvis  

3 

3 

2 

Gynaecological  defects,  including  Venereal 
Disease  

15 

15 

Nil 

Varicose  Veins  

10 

12 

8 

Constipation  

. . . 

20 

20 

16 

Defective  Teeth  

20 

30 

26 

Anaemia  and  Debility '.. 

5 

12 

10 

Miscellaneous  

4 

7 

6 

History  of  Labours,  1935. 


Normal  termination 
Caesarean  section  ... 
Still-birth 

Instrumental  labour 
Induction 

Of  the  mothers,  25  were  pr 


38 

3 

1 

1 

1 


imiparae  and  24  multiparae. 


Maternal  Mortality. 


Year 

Total  Maternal 
deaths  in 
Heckmondwike 

Eate  per  1,000 

Total  Births. 

Heckmondwike 

England  and 
Wales 

1928 

1 

6-9 

5*39 

1929 

2 

12  4 

5 59 

1930 

1 

7-5 

5-36 

1931 

1 

7-04 

5-32 

1932 

Nil 

— 

5T5 

1933 

1 

9 3 

5-69 

1934 

2 

16-7 

5*61 

1935 

2 

16-3 

3-93 

Too  much  attention  must  not  be  given  to  the  above  figures, 
for,  although  they  are  accurate,  it  is  recognised  that  statistics 
relating  to  small  areas  are  not  reliable  and  likely  to  be  the  cause 
of  wrong  inferences  being  drawn.  Calculations  of  maternal 
mortality  are  based  upon  the  annual  number  of  births. 
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The  report  of  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Mrs. 
Agnes  Jervis,  M.A.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  is  as  follows:  — 

Since  writing  my  last  report,  the  Clinic  has  sustained  a 
grievous  loss  in  the  death  of  Sister  Ethel  Shorter,  who  served 
it  well  for  many  years,  and  by  her  zeal  and  untiring  energy 
brought  it.  to  a high  standard  of  perfection.  She  will  be  missed 
in  Heckmondwike  by  all  sections  of  the  community,  and  especi- 
ally by  the  mothers  who  attended  the  Clinic  and  who  came  to 
rely  so  implicitly  on  her  advice  in  times  of  difficulty. 

The  falling  off  in  the  numbers  who  attended  the  Clinic  is 
explained  by  the  disorganisation  of  the  work  caused  by  her 
illness  and  death.  The  total  number  who  attended  the  Clinic 
was  49,  a decrease  of  23  compared  with  the  figure  of  last  year. 
It  should  be  observed  that  1934  was  a “ peak  ” year,  when  a 
larger  number  attended  than  in  any  year  since  1930.  All  the 
cases  did  well,  there  being  no  maternal  deaths,  and  only  one  still- 
birth. The  outstanding  physical  defect  was  again  dental  caries 
and  pyorrhoea,  53  per  cent,  of  patients  attending  suffering  from 
this  complaint. 

AGNES  W.  JERVIS. 

3.  (i)  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services  are  the  same  as 
previously  described. 

For  many  years  Heckmondwike  (and  the  neighbouring 
districts  according  to  my  conversations  with  other  Medical 
Officers  of  Health)  have  been  recognised  as  places  where 
unqualified  women  occasionally  acted  as  midwives.  Last  year 
a woman  was  attended  in  labour  by  such  an  unqualified  person 
who  was  with  her  for  some  hours,  during  which  time  delivery 
took  place.  A doctor’s  house  is  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
road  to  the  building  where  the  child  was  born,  but  no  attempt 
was  made  to  obtain  medical  assistance.  The  unqualified  woman 
- — by  whom  this  information  was  given — charged  and  received  a 
fee  of  fifteen  shillings. 

The  facts,  as  furnished,  were  reported  to  the  Local  Super- 
vising Authority,  with  a request  that,  if  possible,  a prosecution 
should  be  undertaken  as  an  example  and  warning  to  others. 

(ii)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  or  Children  apart 
from  those  previously  mentioned  is  not  provided. 

The  late  Mrs.  Thomas  Wharton  left  a sum  of  £1,000  to 
the  Council  to  be  invested  and  the  interest  used  to  cover  the 
expense  of  sending  convalescent  children  to  the  seaside  for  a 
period  of  three  weeks.  During  the  year  6 were  approved  to  be 
sent  to  St.  Annes  and  Scarborough. 
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(iii)  Health  Visiting.  The  arrangements  made  for  the 
visiting  of  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and  five  years  are 
as  previously.  They  are  adequate.  The  Health  Visitor  (Nurse 
Bintcliffe)  is  also  School  Nurse,  hence  children  are  under  her 
observation  from  birth  to  school  leaving  age. 

Number  of  visits  paid  during  the  year  by  Health  Visitor — 

(a)  To  expectant  mothers — First  visits  ...  ...  34 

Total  visits  ...  ...  48 

(b)  To  children  under  1 year  of  age — First  visits  110 

Total  visits  1147 

(c)  To  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 

years — Total  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  1028 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  the  Health  Visitor 


has  made  visits  to  cases  of : — 
Tuberculosis 
Still  Births 
Measles 

Whooping  Cough 
Chicken-Pox  ... 
Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Miscellaneous  ... 


7 

1 

28 

15 

88 

7 

41 


Total  visits  as  Health  Visitor 


2410 


To  the  above  must  be  added  the  Nurse’s  work  as  School 
Nurse  during  1935: — 

Visits  to  homes  186,  children  seen  180,  visits  to  schools  42, 
children  examined  in  school  2,977.  Where  necessary  appropriate 
advice  verbally  or  by  printed  pamphlet  was  given  to  parents  or 
teachers. 

Milk  (Mothers  and  Children)  Order,  1918. 

Lender  this  Order  the  Council  has  distributed  dried  milk  as 
follows.  The  figures  are  for  the  financial  year  ending  March 
31st:— 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1919 

...  4 

15 

7 

1928 

...  7 

7 

10 

1920 

...  9 

11 

10 

1929 

...  21 

3 

6 

1921 

7 

3 

6 

1930 

...  46 

6 

2 

1922 

...  76 

16 

10 

1931 

...  37 

11 

1 

1923 

...  24 

6 

6 

1932 

...  43 

17 

9 

1924 

...  9 

10 

0 

1933 

...  49 

15 

10 

1925 

...  21 

0 

0 

1934 

...  46 

2 

6 

1926 

...  16 

5 

8 

1935 

...  16 

3 

9 

1927 

...  24 

4 

9 

1936 

...  17 

15 

0 

Total  cost  for  eighteen  years  ...  £479  18  1 
Average  cost  per  annum  ...  ...  £ 26  13  3 
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School  Clinic. 

Individual  Scholars  attended  ...  ...  1191 

Total  attendances  ...  ...  ...  ...  2809 

The  School  Nurse  reports  on  her  work  to  the  West  Riding 

County  Council,  which  is  the  Authority  for  School  Medical 
Inspection  in  Heckmondwike.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is 
available  for  consultation  once  weekly  at  the  School  Clinic. 
During  the  year  he  examined  1,044  scholars  and  advised.  Of 
these,  12  were  recommended  for  treatment  at  various  hospitals. 
One  case  was  referred  to  the  N.S.P.C.C. 

“ Boots  for  the  Bairns  ” Fund.  Founded  several  years  ago 
and  administered  under  the  authority  of  the  Council  through 
voluntary  subscriptions,  this  charity  has  provided  Heckmondwike 
children  during  1935  with  258  pairs  of  boots,  2 garments,  and  2 
pairs  of  clogs. 

Infant  Welfare  Centre.  Total  number  of  attendances  at 
the  Centre  during  the  year: — 

(i)  By  children  under  1 year  ...  ...  ...  ...  1171 

(ii)  By  children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ...  304 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centre  for  the 
first  time  during  the  year  and  who,  on  the  date  of  their  first 
attendance,  were : — 

(i)  Under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ...  ...  7 

Total  number  of  children  who  attended  at  the  Centre  during 
the  year  and  who,  at  the  end  of  the  year,  were : — 

(i)  Under  1 year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

(ii)  Between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years  ...  ...  72 

The  attendances  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre  are  individu- 
ally greater  than  shown  above,  but  no  record  is  kept  of  mothers 
who  attend  without  bringing  their  infants. 

It  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  Welfare  Centre  could  be  ab 
the  Council’s  Public  Health  Department.  Reference  has  been 
made  previously  to  this  subject,  and  consideration  is  again  recom- 
mended. It  would  be  a source  of  considerable  convenience  to  all 
concerned,  and  it  is  believed  that  a saving  in  money  would  be 
made  by  the  Council,  thereby  increasing  efficiency  with  economy. 

On  three  occasions  disturbances  have  been  caused  at  the 
Welfare  Centre,  upsetting  the  harmony  which  has  existed  there 
for  many  years,  frightening  the  mothers,  and  generally  having 
unpleasant  effects. 

A railway  employee  demanded  that  milk  should  be  supplied 
and  despatched  to  his  wife  for  the  use  of  her  infant  during  the 
period  she  was  in  a Convalescent  Home.  There  are  Welfare 
Centres  in  the  town  where  the  Home  is  situate,  but,  when  in- 
formed that  every  attention  would  be  given  his  wife  and  infant 
if  she  visited  one  of  them,  the  trouble  arose. 
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Twice  ugly  scenes  have  arisen  where,  in  one  case,  a man, 
and,  in  the  other,  a man  and  wife  have  demanded  with  threats 
what  they  were  not  entitled  to  according  to  the  regulations  of 
the  Ministry  of  Health  and  the  Council.  Both  these  men  lived 
ini  places  known  as  the  Crystal  and  a tenement  building  in  Cook 
Lane.  In  the  latter  instance  the  Council  instructed  the  Clerk  to 
write  a warning  letter  as  to  the  result  if  such  conduct  was 
repeated. 

Bor  some  years,  two  ladies,  Mrs.  Copping  and  Mrs.  Bates, 
have  acted  as  voluntary  workers  at  the  Welfare  Centre,  assisting 
the  mothers,  giving  them  tea,  and  generally  helping  in  the  non- 
professional part  of  the  work.  Their  services  are  much  appre- 
ciated. 

(iv)  Infant  Life  Protection. 

(a)  Number  of  persons  on  the  register  who  were 
receiving  children  for  reward  at  the  end  of  the 

e a i.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

(b)  Number  of  children  on  the  register — 

(i)  At  the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Who  died  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  None 

(iii)  On  whom  inquests  were  held  during  the 

year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(c)  Number  of  Infant  Protection  Visitors  at  the  end 
of  the  year  who  were — 

(i)  Health  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(ii)  Pemale,  other  than  Health  Visitors  ...  None 

(iii)  Male  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

No  proceedings  were  taken  during  the  year,  no  sanctions 
were  necessary,  neither  were  any  orders  sought  or  obtained  under 
Section  67  of  the  Act  of  1932. 

(y)  Orthopaedic  treatment  is  obtained  by  children  from  the 
Leeds  General  Infirmary  and  the  Dewsbury  Infirmary.  Two 
children  have  been  referred  during  1935. 

SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA. 

1.  (i)  Water  Supply.  The  Council’s  Surveyor  (Mr.  F.  W. 

Littlewood,  M.Inst.M.  and  Cy.E.)  furnishes  the  following- 
information 

“ Extensions  to  the  water  mains  in  the  town  have  been 

made  at  the  Chain  Property  Estate  off  Chapel  Lane  and 

the  Housing  Estate  at  Hill  Top  by  the  construction  of  4in. 

mains  for  the  supply  of  water  to  these  housing  schemes.” 
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Samples  of  water  have  been  analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst, 
and  the  West  Riding  Bacteriologist  has  also  examined  the  water, 
and  the  results  are  satisfactory. 

The  supply  is  satisfactory  (a)  in  quality,  and  (b)  in 
quantity. 

Health  Laboratory, 

County  Hall,  Wakefield. 

Report  on  the  bacteriological  examination  of:  — 

Raw  water  from  Broadstone  Reservoir,  received  on  the  28th 
January,  1935. 

Bacterial  Content. 

Average  number  of  organisms  developing  on  agar  plates  in- 
cubated for  two  days  at  37°C.,  24  per  c.c.  of  water. 

Average  number  of  organisms  developing  on  agar  plates  in- 
cubated for  three  days  at  22°C. , 152  per  c.c.  of  water. 
Presumptive  B.  coli. 

None  in  100  c.c.  of  water. 

The  above  examination  shows  no  evidence  of  pollution. 

P.  L.  SUTHERLAND. 

1st  February,  1935. 

Health  Laboratory, 

County  Hall,  Wakefield. 

Report  on  the  bacteriological  examination  of : — 

Water  collected  from  Whitley  Reservoir,  after  treatment 
with  lime  and  chlorine,  received  on  the  28th  January, 
1935. 

Bacterial  content. 

Average  number  of  organisms  developing  on  agar  plates  in- 
cubated for  two  days  at  37°C.,  20  per  c.c.  of  water. 

Average  number  of  organisms  developing  on  agar  plates  in- 
cubated for  three  days  at  22°C.,  52  per  c.c.  of  water. 

Presumptive  B.  coli. 

None  in  100  c.c.  of  water. 

The  above  examination  shows  no  evidence  of  pollution. 

P.  L.  SUTHERLAND. 

1st  February,  1935 
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Hustlergate  Laboratories, 

Bradford, 

February  4th,  1935. 

Analytical  Beport  upon  3 samples  of  water  from  the 

Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Waterworks  Board. 

Beceived  28tli  January,  1935. 

Grains  per  gallon. 


Broadbtone  Reservoir 

Office  tap 

Raw  water 

Treated  water 

water 

Total  solid  matters  ... 

5-00 

7-00 

7-50 

Organic  and  volatile  matters 

•50 

1-00 

1-00 

Mineral  matters 

4-50 

6-00 

6-50 

Composition  of  mineral  matters- 

Lime  carbonate 

None 

1-00 

1-00 

Lime  sulphate 

1-08 

1-08 

2-04 

Lime  nitrates  .... 

None 

None 

None 

Magnesium  carbonate 

None 

None 

None 

Magnesium  sulphate 

•86 

1-08 

1-08 

Magnesium  nitrate 

None 

None 

None 

Sodium  chloride 

115 

1-00 

1-00 

Sodium  sulphate 

•71 

•94 

•48 

Sodium  carbonate 

None 

None 

None 

Iron  and  alumina  oxides 

•20 

•30 

•30 

&lllC&  . • • . ♦ * • * • 

•50 

•60 

•60 

4-50 

6 00 

6-50 

Total  hardness 

2-00 

3-20 

4-00 

Temporary  hardness  ... 

•20 

1-00 

1-00 

Permanent  hardness 

1-80 

2-20 

3-00 

In  the  main  these  waters  are  very  similar  to  last  year’s 
analyses.  The  treated  reservoir  water  has  a satisfactory  hard- 
ness, showing  that  it  has  taken  up  the  requisite  amount  of  lime. 


Both  the  “ raw  ” and  “ treated  ” waters  show  considerably 
more  colour  than  last  time,  the  visibility  and  transparency  being 
distinctly  poor.  Being  upland  surface  water,  collected  from 
moors,  it  is  very  likely  that  the  result  of  the  turbidity  is  due  to 
very  fine  dispersion  of  peaty  matter. 

(Signed)  BICHABDSON  AND  JAFFE. 

In  1935  the  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Waterworks 
Board  deposited  in  Parliament  a Bill,  which  sought  to  reduce 
from  one-half  to  one-third  the  amount  of  compensation  water 
released  into  the  Biver  Don  from  the  Board’s  reservoirs. 

The  Bill  was  opposed  by  Botherham  Corporation,  the  West 
Biding  County  Council  and  mill-owners  on  the  Biver  Don. 
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It  was  stated  in  evidence  by  the  Dewsbury  Water  Engineer 
“ that  the  consumption  of  water  was  far  in  excess  of  wiiat  it 
should  be  and  that  by  taking  steps  to  reduce  consumption  he 
could  save  far  more  water  than  would  be  yielded  by  a new  reser- 
voir. 

At  the  time  of  the  compilation  of  this  Annual  Beport  it  is 
stated  in  the  local  Press  that  the  “ Select  Committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  yesterday  (March  19tli,  1936)  rejected  the 
Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Waterworks  Board’s  Bill,  with- 
out hearing  all  the  evidence  in  opposition.  The  Chairman  said 
the  Committee  found  the  preamble  was  not  proved.” 

The  Heckmondwike  Water  Engineer  is  reported  in  the  local 
Press  as  follows 

“ Mr.  Littlewood  said  that  the  figures  which  indicated  the 
actual  amount  of  water  used  by  Heckmondwike  were  only  made 
available  in  1933.  They  showed  that  in  1933  unmetered  supplies, 
which  included  domestic  supplies,  were  172,645  million  gallons; 
in  1934,  114,254  million  gallons;  and  in  1935,  108,675  million 
gallons. 

That  represented  a drop  in  the  consumption  per  head  per 
day  from  52-7  gallons  in  1933  to  34-9  in  1934  and  33-2  in  1935. 
That  figure  had  been  steadily  decreasing  month  by  month. 

The  Council  were  so  alarmed  when  they  saw  those  high  con- 
sumption figures  in  1933  that  they  instructed  him  to  investigate. 
Day  and  night  inspections  to  discover  leaks  had  been  made  in 
the  district,  and  as  a result  of  the  general  steps  that  had  been 
taken  the  consumption  figures  had  been  almost  halved.  If  they 
could  bring  the  figure  down  to  23  gallons  a head  a day  they  would 
save  a further  100,000  gallons  a day.” 

(ii)  Drainage  and  Sewerage.  The  Surveyor  (Mr.  Little- 
wood)  reports: — 

Extensions  to  the  sewerage  system  have  been  made  by  the 
construction  of  a sewer  in  a new  street  off  Chapel  Lane  and  in 
connection  with  the  development  of  the  Council’s  housing  site  at 

Hill  Top. 

The  Minister  of  Health,  on  the  application  of  the  Council, 
and  in  pursuance  of  his  powers  under  the  Local  Government 
Act,  1933,  has  given  consent  to  the  borrowing  of  the  sum  of 
£6,744  for  works  of  sewage  disposal.  These  works  consist  of 
alterations  to  the  settling  tanks  and  the  construction  of  two  new 
filters  each  100  feet  in  diameter  and  having  a filtering  capacity  of 
728,000  gallons  per  day. 

The  alterations  when  complete  will  bring  the  works  up-to- 
date  and  also  provide  a good  margin  for  the  future  development 
of  the  town. 
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Contracts  have  been  let  and  the  work  will  be  commenced 
early  in  the  new  year. 


2.  Rivers  and  Streams.  The  Spen  Beck  runs  through  Heck- 
mondwike,  and  is  polluted  by  dye  waters  and  some  trade 
effluent.  The  authority  for  supervision  is  the  West  Riding 
Rivers  Board. 


3.  (i)  CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION,  1935. 

Number  of  Privies  with  Open  Middens  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Pail  or  Tub  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Number  of  Privies  with  Covered  Middens  ...  ...  ...  17 
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Number  of  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2654 

Number  of  Waste  Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  150 


2804 


Number  of  Privies  reconstructed  during  1935 — 

(a)  As  W.C.’s  None 

(b)  Others  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Number  of  Privies  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Water  Closets  constructed  for  New  Houses 

during  1935  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Number  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  for  old  property 

during  1935  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  additional  W.C.’s  provided  for  Factories, 

Workshops,  Institutions,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  Metal  Bins  provided  for  new  houses  ...  ...  61 

Additional  Metal  Bins  provided  for  old  property  ...  ...  9 

Defective  Metal  Bins  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

(ili)  Public  Cleansing.  Mr.  Littlewood  furnishes  the  follow- 
ing information:  — 

3,555  loads  of  domestic  refuse  were  burned  in  the 
Destructor,  28  loads  were  tipped  on  the  Dewsbury  Moor  Tip,  and 
in  all  made  a total  of  3,583  loads. 

In  addition  575  loads  of  trade  refuse  were  burned  in  the 
Destructor. 

NOTE. — The  average  weight  of  a load  of  refuse  is  13 J cwts. 

695  loads  of  clinker  were  tipped  in  New  North  Road  Tip,  124 
loads  at  the  Sewage  Works  and  504  loads  on  Hill  Top  Estate. 

The  dust  bins  are  emptied  weekly  and  the  ashpits  approxi- 
mately monthly.  The  metal  bins  number  2,063  and  brick  recep- 
tacles 177. 
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Two  Morris  30  cwt.  wagons  are  employed  full  time  in  the 
Scavenging  Department. 

The  two  Morris  wagons  referred  to  above  are  respectively 
6 and  7 years  old  and  the  Council  have  under  consideration  their 
replacement  with  specially  constructed  wagons  for  scavenging 
purposes. 

Figures  for  1935  are  as  follows : — 

Total  Total 

Loads  to  Loads  annual  metal  Fixed  brick  Middens. 

Year.  Destructor,  to  Tips.  cost.  bins.  receptacles. 

1935  4130  1351  £2561  2063  177  22 

Figures  from  the  year  1916  appear  in  previous  Annual 
Deports. 

(iii)  SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 
WORK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR  UNDER  ARTICLE  19 
OF  THE  SANITARY  OFFICERS  ORDER,  1926. 

DESCRIPTION  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT,  YEAR  1935. 


NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Re  Nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1507 

,,  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

,,  Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  175 

,,  Smoke  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

,,  Bakehouses  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  165 

,,  Shops  Act,  1934  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71 

,,  Fried  Fish  Shops  ....  ...  ...  ...  95 

,,  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

,,  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

,,  Cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

,,  Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  43 

,,  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  362 


Total  . . . 2602 


NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Choked  W.C.’s  27 

Defective  and  Choked  Drains  ...  ...  ...  23 

Manure  Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Defective  Metal  Bins  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

Defective  W.C.  Apparatus,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  6 

Defective  Vent  Shafts  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Dirty  W.C.’s. 2 

Defective  Fall  Pipes  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Rubbish  Burning  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


155 
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SERVICE  OF  NOTICES. 

Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  155 

Informal  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  148 

Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Statutory  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  None 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1934...  6 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  in  hand  at  close  of  1935...  7 

Total  No.  of  Nuisances  reported  during  1935  ...  155 

Total  No.  of  Nuisancts  abated  during  1935  ...  154 

Legal  proceedings  respecting  Nuisances  ...  ...  None 


(iv)  Shops  Act,  1934.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  that 
he  has  made  71  inspections  under  this  Act  and  has  received  9 
notices  from  the  County  Council. 

(y)  Smoke  Abatement.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  he 
has  made  31  observations  and  served  2 Notices.  There  is  still 
far  too  much  smoke  emitted  within  the  Urban  District  and  if 
care  was  taken  in  this  respect  the  atmosphere  would  be  much 
cleaner,  with  advantage  to  the  public  health ; factory  coal  bills 
much  less — for  it  is  an  admitted  fact  that  this  is  pos- 
sible— and  housewives’  domestic  washing  reduced,  with  saving 
of  labour  and  expense.  The  Council  is  a member  of  the  West 
Riding  of  Yorkshire  Smoke  Abatement  Committee  and  has  re- 
presentatives thereon. 

(vi)  Swimming  Baths  and  Pools.  The  following  informa- 
tion is  furnished  by  the  Surveyor  (Mr.  Littlewood)  : — 

One  large  plunge  bath. 

Three  first  class  slipper  baths. 

Ten  second  class  slipper  baths. 

One  slipper  Zotofoam  bath. 

A ‘ Turn-Over  ’ Bath  Water  Purification  and  Filtration 
Plant  was  installed  in  1925  and  the  processes  of  purification  are : 
Filtration,  Chemical  Treatment  and  Aeration.” 
and  the  following  by  Mr.  Phillips  (Baths  Manager)  : — 

Alumino-ferric  is  added  to  the  water  before  entering  the 
filter.  Chloride  of  lime  is  added  to  the  water  before  entering  the 
bath.  Soda  ash  is  also  used  for  purification  purposes.  A test  of 
the  water  is  made  each  morning  and  the  above  purifiers  are 
added  according  to  the  results  of  the  test  and  the  number  of 
bathers.  ” 

4.  Schools.  The  West  Biding  County  Council  is  the 
Authority,  and  its  School  Medical  Inspectors  visit  the  schools. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  Heckmondwike  visits  as  such, 
when  his  presence  is  necessary,  as,  for  instance,  in  outbreaks  of 
infectious  disease. 
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SECTION  D.— HOUSING. 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

In  order  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health,  the  several  heads  have  been  read  as  a whole  before 
the  form  was  filled  up,  and  care  has  been  taken  to  avoid 
duplications ; for  example,  a defective  house  remedied  twice 


during  the  year  has  been  counted  once  only. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  129 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  146 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  [included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above]  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolid- 
ated Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  42 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the 

purpose  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  42 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit 

for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service 

of  formal  Notices:— 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  58 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1930: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  None 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None. 
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(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices:  — 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930: — 

(a  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 
which  Demolition  Orders  were  made 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 
pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930 :— 

(a  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  made 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 
were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having- 
been  rendered  fit 


None 


None 

None 


1 

9 


1 


None 


During  1935  there  were  built  in  Heckmondwike  45  houses  by 
private  enterprise  and  16  by  the  Heckmondwike  Urban  District 
Council,  a total  of  61.  With  one  exception  all  may  be  stated  to 
be  houses  suitable  for  occupation  by  artisans.  Some  are  of 
slightly  superior  type,  as  compared  with  the  others.  The  follow- 
ing facts  as  stated  at  a meeting  of  the  Council  by  Councillor 
Houldsworth,  D.Sc. , are  worthy  of  note:  — 

A striking  increase  of  the  figures  was  that  85  per  cent,  of 
the  houses  in  Heckmondwike  were  wired  for  electricity.  That 
was  a very  interesting  figure,  when  one  remembered  that  it  was 
estimated,  on  very  reliable  authority,  that  the  total  number  of 
houses  wired  throughout  the  whole  of  Great  Britain  amounted  to 
only  53-6  per  cent.  Also,  according  to  the  estimates  made  by 
certain  people,  there  were  only  three  countries,  viz.,  Sweden, 
France  and  Switzerland,  which  had  houses  connected  to  electrical 
mains  equal  to  or  greater  than,  the  percentage  in  Heckmond- 
wike, therefore  Heckmondwike  had  considerable  cause  for  satis- 
faction. They  had  in  Heckmondwike  electrical  cookers  installed 
in  one  out  of  every  sixteen  dwelling-houses,  and  electrically- 
heated  washing  boilers  in  one  out  of  every  nineteen  houses.” 


HOUSING  ACTS,  1930  TO  1935. 

Proceedings  by  the  Heckmondwike  Urban  District  Council  thereunder. 

The  following  table  shews  the  position  on  March  31st,  1936. 
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On  pages  23  and  24  of  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  for  1933  appears  a list  of  Closing  and 
Demolition  Orders  made  by  the  Council  under  the  Housing  Acts, 
1909  to  1930.  In  this  list  it  is  shown  that  a number  of  such 
Orders  were  made  by  the  Council,  but  demolition  had  not  in 
fact  been  carried  out.  With  a view  to  bringing  these  matters 
to  finality  a sub-committee  was  appointed  to  consider  the  posi- 
tion and  to  meet  on  Monday,  February  17tli,  1936,  to  make 
recommendations  to  the  Council  as  to  the  necessary  action  with 
respect  to  the  various  dwelling  houses  affected.  After  lengthy 
consideration,  the  sub -committee  unanimously  resolved  to  recom- 
mend that  the  Demolition  Orders  previously  made  should  in  every 
instance  be  enforced.  At  the  time  of  writing  this  Annual  Report 
(March  31st,  1936),  the  sub-committee’s  report  had  not  come 
before  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  confirmation. 
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The  eighteen  houses,  numbers  11  to  45,  Queen  Street,  were 
represented  to  the  Council  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as 
a Clearance  Area  under  the  provisions  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930, 
Part  1,  Sec.  1,  dated  July  11th,  1935.  The  Council  declined 
to  accept  such  Representation,  being  unanimously  opposed  to 
Clearance  Areas — so  it  was  stated — but  wore  willing  to  accept 
Representations  under  Section  19  of  that  Act.  In  the  opinion 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  the  proper  procedure  was  to 
deal  with  the  dwelling-houses  as  a Clearance  Area,  but,  having 
definitely  stated  such  opinion,  he  informed  the  Council  he  would 
conform  with  their  wishes,  but  would  not  accept  responsibility. 
As  a result,  therefore,  he  made  his  Representation  under  Section 
19  and  the  dwelling-houses  were  dealt  with  by  the  Council  as 
individual  houses  (see  tables). 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  four  instances  shown  in  the  tables 
where  landlords  have  re-let  houses  which  wore  the  subject  of 
Demolition  Orders  and  which  were  reported  to  the  Public  Health 
Committee  as  having  been  re-let  on  Monday,  January  27th,  1936. 
It  is  obvious  that  if  a house  is  unfit  for  human  habitation  the 
situation  becomes  Gilbertian  if,  wdien  vacant,  neur  tenants  are 
permitted  to  enter.  The  Housing  Act,  1930,  Sec.  21  (2)  provides 
a penalty  of  £20  and  a further  penalty  of  £5  for  every  day, 
or  part  of  a day,  in  the  case  of  any  person  who,  knowing  that  a 
Closing  Order  has  become  operative  and  applies  to  any  premises, 
uses  those  premises  in  contravention  of  the  Order,  or  permits 
them  to  be  so  used. 

At  the  above-mentioned  meeting  the  Committee  instructed 
the  Clerk  to  write  the  owners  calling  attention  to  the  Statutes 
and  requesting  them  to  have  the  houses  vacated  within  14  days 
and  threatening  proceedings  in  default. 

I am  informed  by  the  Surveyor  (Mr.  Littlewood)  as 
follows : — 

Hill  Top  Housing  Estate. 

The  first  portion  of  this  estate  consisting  of  26  scullery  type 
houses,  together  with  sewTers,  surface  water  drains,  water  mains 
and  roadmaking,  is  now  practically  completed  and  16  of  the 
houses  are  occupied. 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  the  purchase  of  land 
adjoining  this  estate,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  in  the  near  future 
contracts  will  be  let  for  24  A3  type  houses  and  18  A2  type 
houses. 

Attention  is  drawn  to  the  fact,  which  is  apparent  from  an 
examination  of  the  lists  showing  the  action  taken  by  the  Council 
under  the  powers  provided  by  the  Housing  Acts,  1909  to  1935, 
that  in  certain  instances  the  Orders  made  by  the  Council  have 
not  been  complied  with. 
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It  is  well  known  that  many  houses  in  the  town  are  unfit 
for  habitation  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  due  course  it  may  be 
possible  to  take  such  action  as  is  required  by  Statute.  In  the 
interests  of  all  parties  concerned,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  it  is 
essential  the  Council’s  decisions  should  be  complied  with,  as 
provided  by  the  law,  without  undue  delay. 

During  the  year  many  persons  have  interviewed  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and/or  the  Sanitary  Insj)ector  requesting  that 
alleged  insanitary  conditions  be  remedied,  or  that  they  have 
consideration  when  tenants  are  chosen  for  houses  built  by  the 
Council.  In  one  instance,  an  applicant  visited  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  house  at  night  and  attempted  to  assault  this  official 
because,  he  stated,  the  Committee  had  not  acceded  to  his  applica- 
tion for  a new  house. 

It  is  also  becoming  customary  for  such  persons  to  write 
to  the  County  Council  letters  of  complaint  which,  in  their 
opinion,  are  justified.  This  entails  correspondence  with  the 
County  Council.  Decently  letters  have  been  received  having 
particular  reference  to  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  who 
are  living  under  circumstances  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Tuber- 
culosis Officer,  are  dangerous  to  health. 

There  were  until  recently  three  unlicensed  public-houses 
which  were  let  in  rooms  to  families  at  rents  varying  from  ten 
shillings  to  about  eight  shillings  per  room  per  week.  In  such 
premises  the  conditions,  from  the  social  and  hygienic  stand- 
points, are  usually  abominable,  and  these  in  Heckmondwike,  in 
my  opinion,  were  and  are  no  exception.  Fire  was  the  cause  of 
one,  The  Woodman,  ceasing  operations,  the  building  being  now 
derelict.  It  was  represented  to  the  Council  for  demolition  on 
Febru  ary  24th,  1936.  Another  in  Cook  Lane  was  represented 
to  the  Council  on  February  24th,  1936,  as  unfit  for  human 
habitation  under  the  terms  of  the  Housing  Act,  1935.  The  third, 
known  as  The  Crystal,  still  flourishes  in  its  own  way. 

In  the  Monthly  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
dated  October  30th,  1934,  the  following  remarks  appear:  “ In 
my  opinion  it  would  be  an  advantage  if  the  Council  adopted  bye- 
laws under  Section  6 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925,  which  deal  with 
the  making  and  enforcing  by  Local  Authorities  of  regulations 
relating  to  houses  divided  into  separate  tenements.” 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Committee  on  Novem- 
ber 5th,  1934,  the  following  action  was  taken  as  recorded  in 
Minute  No.  41 : — 

It  was  resolved  that  the  Council  be  recommended  to  take 
the  necessary  steps  for  the  making  of  the  bye-laws  under  Section 
6 of  the  Housing  Act,  1925,  in  regard  to  houses  let  in  tenement.” 
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On  page  23  of  the  Annual  Report  for  1934  of  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  it  is  stated : ‘ ‘ The  Council  has  requested  the 
Ministry  of  Health  to  sanction  the  adoption  of  bye-laws  under 
the  Housing  Act,  1925,  with  the  special  object  of  controlling  such 
premises,  and  the  Ministry’s  reply  is  now  awaited.” 

So  far  as  I am  aware,  the  position  was  the  same  at 
December  31st,  1935. 

The  Overcrowding  Survey  required  in  accordance  with  the 
Housing  Act,  1935,  was  completed  by  the  Sanitary:  Inspector 
and  temporary  enumerators  engaged  for  the  purpose.  The 
Inspector  presented  his  report,  which  shows  14-6  per  cent,  of 
overcrowding,  on  this  survey,  to  the  Public  Health  Committee 
on  Monday,  March  23rd,  1936.  It  is  as  follows:' — 


OVERCROWDING  SURVEY.-REPORT 


WHOLE  TOWNSHIP 
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1 
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2 

5 

5 
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1 

1 

3 

3 

10-4 
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zi  j a,  Cut-row ded 

33 

498 

584 

445 

97 

502 

102 

31 

16 

10 

2 

1 

2321 

~ ' (i;  Overcrowded 

13 

174 

173 

19 

7 

4 

1 

397 

’ («  Total 

52 

672 

757 

464 

104 

506 

103 

31 

16 

10 

2 

1 

397 

2321 

2718 

OVERCROWDING  SURVEY.— REPORT.  STUBLEY  HOUSING  ESTATE. 


OVERCROWDING  SURVEY.— REPORT.  HILL  TOP  HOUSING  ESTATE. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1935,  for  the  Urban  District  of  Heckmondwike, 
on  the  Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act.  1901, 

in  connection  v ith 


FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES 


i. — inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces, 

including  inspections  made  by  Sanitary  inspector  : — 


Premises. 

Inspections. 

Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries) 

27 

Workshops  (including  Work- 

shop  Laundries)  

109 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 

workers'  premises)  

25 

Total  

101 

Number  of 


Written 

Notices. 


Nil 

2 

Nil 


2 


Occupiers 

prosecuted. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 


2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


I Number  of  Defects. 

No.  of 
offences  in 
respect  to 

.Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

which  Pro- 
secutions 

were 

instituted. 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health 
Acts : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  

Want  of  Ventilation  



— 

— 

- 

Overcrowding 

...  ...  . , . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors  ... 

— 

— 1 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances 

Insufficient. 

Sanitary 
Accommoda-  - 

Unsuitable  or 
defective 

2 

2 

• 

tion:— 

Not  separate 

Tor  sexes. 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Acts: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under- 
ground Bakeho^-es  (S.  .101) 

Other  Offences:— 

[Excluding  offences  relating  to 
outworkers  and  offences  under 
the  Sections  mentioned  in 
the  Schedule  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health  (Factories  and 
Workshops  Transfer  cf 
Powers)  Order,  1921] 

Total  ... 

2 

o 

Nil. 

Nil. 

OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME  PREMISES,  SECTION  108 


Notices 

NATURE  OF  WORK 

Instances 

served 

Prosecutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(H 

None 

— 

— 

— 
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SECTION  E. — INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 

OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply.  The  following  licences  to  sell  graded 

milk  in  the  Urban  District  were  granted  during  the  year : — 

Certified  Milk — George  Haley,  Bertha  Gray,  Arthur 
Garnett. 

Pasteurised  Milk — Heckmondwike  and  District  Co- 
operative Society,  Ltd. 

The  Council’s  Veterinary  Surgeon,  Mr.  Whitehead,  makes 
quarterly  examinations  of  the  dairy  cattle  in  Heckmondwike, 
and  the  Chief  Veterinary  Officer  of  the  West  Biding  County 
Council  half-yearly  examinations.  Reports  were  received  during 
1935  as  follows: — 

County  Hall, 

Wakefield, 

14th  March,  1935. 

J)ear  gjj* 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  ORDER,  1926. 

I have  to  report  that  Mr.  J.  M.  McKellar,  M.R.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M.,  Assistant  Veterinary  Officer,  has  recently  made  an 
inspection  of  three  registered  milk  producers’  premises  in  your 
district. 

He  examined  62  cows  (57  in  milk  and  5 dry) , but  did  not 
find  it  necessary  to  take  any  milk  or  other  material  for  special 
examination. 

Mr.  McKellar  reports  that  the  health  of  the  cows  was  found 
to  be  good,  and  their  cleanliness  satisfactory. 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  S.  RABAGLIATI, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 

Bank  Boot  House, 

Batley, 

25th  March,  1935. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a report  of  my 
inspection  during  this  month  of  the  milk  cows  in  your  area. 

The  health  and  general  condition  of  the  cows  is  satisfactory. 
I met  with  no  case  of  a scheduled  disease.  It  has  not,  to 
my  knowledge,  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  sample  of  milk 
for  special  examination. 

Two  cases,  deaf  quarters,  probably  due  to  injury  or  slight 
mastitis ; one  has  experienced  some  uneven  hindquarters  of 
udders. 

Three  cows  suffering  from  irritation  of  skin,  accompanied  with 
scurf,  not  unusual  at  this  time  of  the  year ; when  out  to  grass 

will  disappear. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 
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Veterinary  Department, 

County  Hall, 

Wakefield, 

28th  August,  1935. 

Hear  Sir, 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  OKDEK,  1926. 

I beg  to  inform  you  that  Mr.  J.  M.  McKellar,  M.K.C.V.iS., 
D.V.S.M.,  Assistant  Veterinary  Officer,  has  again  completed  an 
inspection  of  the  cows  on  the  three  registered  milk  producers’ 
premises  in  your  district. 

Mr.  McKellar  examined  59  cows  in  milk  and  took  two 
samples  of  milk  for  bacteriological  examination.  These,  how- 
ever, were  not  found  to  contain  tubercle  bacilli. 

He  informs  me  that  the  health  of  the  cows  and  their  clean- 
liness were  on  the  whole  satisfactory. 

Yours  faithfully, 

D.  S.  RABAGLIATI, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 

Bank  Foot  House, 

Batley, 

28th  September,  1935. 

Dear  Sir, 

I have  again  the  pleasure  of  submitting  a report  of  my 
inspection  this  month  of  the  milk  cows  in  your  area. 

Lund. — Cows  looking  fairly  well ; general  condition,  except 
two  red  cows,  a little  down  in  flesh  (Anno  Domini)  ; satisfactory. 

Hodgson. — Cows  looking  well.  General  condition  satisfac- 
tory. 

Cave. — Cows  looking  well.  General  condition  satisfactory. 
A cow  in  No.  1 Mistal  an  indurated  forequarter  of  udder ; milk 
tested,  proving  negative  to  T.B.  We  have  no  secretion  from 
this  quarter. 

I diagnose  no  case  of  scheduled  disease. 

Yours  faithfully, 

GEO.  WHITEHEAD,  M.R.C.V.S. 

Veterinary  Department, 

County  Hall, 

Wakefield, 

19th  November,  1935. 

7) pHy  Sir 

I have  to  report  that  Mr.  J.  M.  McKellar,  M.B.C.V.S., 
D.V.S.M.,  Assistant  Veterinary  Officer,  has  recently  made  an 
inspection  of  the  three  registered  milk  producers’  premises  in 

your  district. 

He  examined  59  cows ; 56  of  these  were  in  milk  and  3 dry. 
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While  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  samples  of  milk  for 
special  examination,  one  cow  was  found  to  be  coughing  up 
material  containing  tubercle  bacilli  and  this  animal  was 
slaughtered  under  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order. 

With  the  above  exception  the  health  of  the  cows  was  found 
to  be  good  and  their  cleanliness,  as  well  as  that  of  the  premises, 
satisfactory. 

Yours  faithfully, 

IX  S.  RABAGLIATI, 

Chief  Veterinary  Officer. 


Cowsheds.  Number  of  cowsheds  6,  milch  cows  55,  cow- 
keepers  3,  cowkeepers  who  are  also  retail  purveyors  of  milk  2, 
retail  purveyors  with  premises  in  Heckmondwike  7,  retail  pur- 
veyors with  premises  outside  Heckmondwike  23.  All  the  cow- 
sheds in  Heckmondwike  do  not  yet  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926. 


Dairies  and  Milk  Shops.  There  are  14  such  premises,  which 
are  usually  well  kept.  No  warnings  were  necessary. 

Ice  Cream  Premises.  Tour  are  registered  for  the  manufac- 
ture and  sale  of  ice  cream,  eight  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  only, 
and  twelve  persons  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  by 
barrow.  No  action  during  1935  was  necessary. 


(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods.  The  Sanitary  Inspector  is  Meat 
and  Markets  Inspector.  He  reports  monthly  to  the  Sanitary 
Committee  upon  his  work  as  Meat  Inspector.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  has,  on  various  occasions  during  the  year, 
examined  carcases  and  organs  in  slaughter-houses  when  doubt 


arose  as  to  whether  there  was  disease  oi 
Total  No.  of  Slaughter-houses 
Registered 
Licensed 

Total  No.  of  inspections 
No.  of  regular  Notices  received 
No.  of  occasional  Notices  received 

No.  of  Animals 
Slaughtered. 


otherwise. 

5 
4 
1 

362 
56 
455 

No.  of  Carcases 
Inspected. 


Cattle 

Sheep 

Swine 

Other 


743 

734 

2437 

2385 

1416 

1416 

47 

47 

4643 


4582 
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During  1935  many  vendors  of  various  kinds  of  food,  par- 
ticularly vegetables,  have  been  warned  about  exposing  them  on 
the  pavement  outside  shops,  or  in  the  market,  to  fouling  by 
dogs.  This  disgusting  practice  should  be  stopped  in  any  case, 
because  it  is  detrimental  to  the  public  health.  If  customers 
would  refuse  to  purchase  articles  of  diet  under  such  conditions 
the  practice  would  quickly  cease. 


SUMMARY  OF  UNSOUND 

MEAT 

SURRENDERED, 

1935. 

lbs. 

Forequarters  of  a beast 

• • • • 

Tuberculosis 

224 

Heads  of  two  beasts  ... 

• • • • 

Do. 

62 

Liver  of  one  beast 

• • • • 

Do 

12 

Parts  of  livers  of  42  beasts  .. 

• • • • 

Parasitic  ... 

335 

Lungs,  etc.,  of  16  beasts 

• • • • 

Tuberculosis 

226 

Whole  carcase  and  offal  of  five 

pigs  ... 

Do. 

635 

Forequarters  of  pig 

• • • • 

Do. 

70 

Heads  of  26  pigs 

Heads,  lungs,  livers,  mesenteric  fat, 

Do. 

290| 

etc.,  of  five  pigs  ... 
Lungs,  livers,  mesenteric  fat, 

etc.,  of 

Do. 

88 

20  pigs 

Lungs,  livers,  mesenteric  fat, 

• • ♦ • 

etc.,  of 

Do. 

82 

one  pig 

• • • • 

Pneumonia 

4 

Livers  of  three  pigs 

• » • • 

Cirrhosis  ... 

13 

Mesenteric  fat  of  16  pigs 

• * • • 

Tuberculosis 

32 

20731 

22  pairs  of  rabbits 

• • • * 

90 

21631 

During  recent  months  Sunday  slaughtering  has  become 
common  in  Heckmondwike  in  connection  with  a registered 
slaughter-house  which  is  obsolete,  insanitary,  and  does  not 
comply  with  the  Model  Bye-laws  of  the  Local  Government  Board 
issued  thirtv-five  years  ago. 

It  is  illegal — under  3 Car.  1,  C.2.  1627 — to  slaughter  on 
Sundays  in  England,  but  whether  it  would  be  considered  desir- 
able to  prosecute,  having  regard  to  the  date  of  the  above-named 
Act,  is  open  to  debate. 

When  asked  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  why  he  was 
carrying  on  this  practice  the  butcher  replied,  “I  do  not  wish 
to  slaughter  on  Sundays,  but  must  do  so  for  the  sake  of  my 
business.”  It  is  undesirable  that  Heckmondwike  should  obtain 
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a reputation  as  a place  where  Sunday  slaughtering,  with  all  its 
possibilities,  may  be  carried  out,  and  I suggest  the  position 
existing  is  worthy  of  the  careful  consideration  of  the  Council. 

Offensive  Trades.  There  are  6 premises,  three  of  which  are 
devoted  to  tripe  boiling,  fat  melting  and  bone  boiling,  and  one 
each  to  gut-scraping,  fellmongering  and  tanning  and  leather 
dressing.  They  are  kept  in  reasonable  condition  and  the  by-laws 
generally  observed. 

(c)  Adulteration,  etc.  The  Council  is  not  a Food  and 
Drugs  Authority,  this  work  being  performed  in  Heckmondwike 
by  the  West  Hiding  County  Council. 

(d)  Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food.  Up 

to  the  present,  no  laboratory  work  of  this  nature  has  been 
undertaken  directly  on  behalf  of  the  Council,  the  County  Council, 
as  previously  explained,  acting  in  the  Heckmondwike  area. 

(e)  Nutrition.  Information  is  diffused  in  the  homes  of  the 
people  by  the  Health  Visitor,  at  the  Welfare  Centre  and  School 
Clinic  by  the  Health  Visitor  and  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  at 
the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  by  the  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
and  by  the  distribution  of  the  publication  known  as  “ Better 
Health.” 

Recently  this  subject  has  become  more  popular  and  advice 
on  the  lines  of  Government  publications  is  given  daily  in  some 
form  by  the  officers  of  the  Council. 

There  is  no  person  resident  in  Heckmondwike  who  is  suffer- 
ing from  lack  of  food  through  poverty.  There  are  many  who 
suffer  from  the  consumption  of  improper  food,  but  none  lack 
quantity,  although  it  is  recognised  that,  would  they  accept  modern 
teaching,  their  meals  would  be  much  more  nourishing,  promote 
good  health  and  cost  considerably  less  than  what  they  now  pay 
for  a wrong  diet. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  is  only  one,  situated  in 
Church  Street,  providing  accommodation  for  75  persons.  So  far 
as  such  establishments  are  judged,  this  may  be  said  to  be  well 
kept. 

Fried  Fish  Shops.  The  number  upon  the  register  is  19. 
Their  condition  is  fair. 

Bakehouses.  There  are  13  on  the  register.  The  Sanitary 
Inspector  reports  no  action  has  been  called  for  during  1935. 

Restaurants.  There  are  three.  No  action  has  been  called 

for. 

Rag  Flock  Acts,  1911  and  1928.  No  samples  were  taken. 
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SECTION  F.— Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  Infectious 

and  other  Diseases, 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis) 

during  the  year  1935 


DISEASE 

Total  cases 
notified 

Cases  admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total  Deaths 

Smallpox 

_ 



. 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

9 

8 

— 

Diphtheria 

6 

6 

— 

Enteric  Fever  (including 

Paratyphoid) 

1 

1 

_ - 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  generally 
notifiable  ... 

3 Erysipelas 

Other  diseases  notifiable 
locally 

2 Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum 

— 

— 

ANALYSIS  OF  TOTAL  NOTIFIED  CASES 
Under  Age  Groups. 


under 

1 

1.2 

2-3 

3-4 

4-5 

5-10 

10-20 

65  up- 

20-35  35  45  45-65  wards 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Puerperal  Fever... 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Erysipelas 

3 

— 

3 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

22 
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Scarlet  Fever  was  notified  on  9 occasions.  It  is  uncertain 
whether  several  of  these  cases  were  actually  Scarlet  Fever,  the 
type  being  mild,  as  is  customary,  and  diagnosis  not  being  easy. 
All  recovered. 

Smallpox.  No  case  occurred  in  Heckmondwike  during  1935. 

Diphtheria.  Only  6 cases  were  notified,  compared  with  18 
in  1934  and  45  in  1933.  This  is  very  gratifying  because  it  is  much 
less  than  was  anticipated,  having  regard  to  the  epidemic  of 
Diphtheria  which  wTas  so  extensive  in  neighbouring  areas  and  of 
such  a deadly  type.  Fortunately,  the  Heckmondwike  Council 
was  sufficiently  far  seeing  to  establish,  in  conjunction  with  the 
County  Council,  an  immunisation  clinic  in  October,  1932,  since 
which  date  until  December  31st,  1935,  the  attendances  had 
numbered  2,061.  There  is  every  cause  to  believe  that  this  was 
the  reason  why  Heckmondwike  so  largely  escaped  from  Diphtheria 
as  compared  with  similar  towns.  No  child  who  had  been 
immunised  at  the  Council’s  clinic  contracted  Diphtheria  in  1935. 

Enteric  Fever.  No  notifications  were  received. 

Acute  Primary  and  Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia  were  never 
notified.  The  regulations  are  not  strictly  observed  by 
practitioners,  hence  these  figures  are  misleading.  There  were  4 
deaths  from  Pneumonia  during  the  year,  and  obviously  there 
would  be  other  cases  which  were  not  fatal,  although  they  were 
not  necessarily  Influenzal  or  Acute  Primary  Pneumonia. 

Puerperal  Fever  and  Puerperal  Pyrexia.  One  case  of  Puer- 
peral Fever  was  notified.  The  patient  was  delivered  in  her  own 
home,  her  own  doctor  being  in  attendance.  She  was  removed 
under  his  direction  to  the  Leeds  Maternity  Hospital,  where  she 
died  six  days  after  delivery.  The  notification  certificate  was 
received  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  two  davs  after  the 
patient’s  death. 

Influenza.  No  epidemic  visited  the  town  during  the  year. 
There  were  cases  termed  influenza  which  were  really  common 
colds.  We  know  little  about  this  disease  unfortunately,  its  actual 
cause  being  yet  unknown. 

No  (a)  primary  vaccinations  or  (b)  re- vaccinations  were 
performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public 
Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917,  because  there 
were  no  cases  of  Smallpox. 
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Nan-Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases  become  known  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  principally  through  the  agency  of  Head 
Teachers.  Such  cases  are  visited  at  home  by  the  School  Nurse. 
The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  not  School  Medical  Officer. 
Contacts  are  searched  for  in  school  or  at  home  when  necessary. 
Isolation  is  possible  at  the  Dewsbury  Joint  Isolation  Hospital 
in  the  case  of  Pneumonia  following  Measles.  The  number  of 
non-notifiable  cases  visited  in  their  homes  during  the  year 
were:  Measles  (under  5 years)  28,  Whooping  Cough  (under  5 
years)  15. 

Anthrax  and  Rabies  locally  contracted  was  not  notified  during 
the  year. 

Epidemic  Jaundice,  Undulant  Fever,  or  Psittacosis  were 
unknown,  and  Rheumatic  Fever  called  for  no  special  comment. 

(a)  Cancer  Death  Rate.  Figures  showing  the  death  rates 
in  Heckmondwike  from  Cancer  are  given  in  a summary  on  page 
35  of  the  Annual  Deport  for  1933.  The  rate  for  the  year  1935 
for  Heckmondwike  is  2-8  per  1,000. 

The  death  rate  per  1,000  from  Cancer  in  England  and 
Wales  for  1934  was  1-6.  The  1935  figures  are  not  yet  available. 

Cancer  research  is  continued  locally  at  the  Leeds  University 
in  conjunction  with  the  British  Empire  Cancer  Campaign. 

(b)  Prevention  of  Blindness.  No  action  has  been  taken 
under  Section  66,  Public  Health  Act,  1925,  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness  or  for  the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any 
disease  or  injury  to  the  eyes,  the  local  facilities  appearing  to  be 
sufficient. 
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(C|)  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (PREVENTION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS) 

REGULATIONS,  1925. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  SECTION  62. 

No  action  was  taken  or  called  for  under  this  Act  or  Regula- 
tions during  1935  . 

TUBERCULOSIS  IN  HECKMONDWIKE,  1935. 


Age  periods. 

New 

Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

15 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20 

— 

2 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

25 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  relationship  between  date  of 
notification  and  date  of  death  of  all  persons  in  Heckmondwike 
who  were  certified  to  have  died  from  Tuberculosis  between 
January  1st,  1913,  and  December  31st,  1935.  It  is  a guide  to 
the  extent  to  which  the  requirements  as  to  notification  of  Tuber- 
culosis are  observed  by  medical  practitioners. 


Death  before  notification  30 
Death  1 month  or  under 

after  notification  ...  15 

Death  2 months  after  ...  5 

Death  3 months  after  ...  2 

Death  4 months  after  ...  7 

Death  5 months  after  ...  3 


Death  6 months  after  ...  3 

Death  7 months  after  ...  3 

Death  8 months  after  ...  2 

Death  9 months  after  ...  1 

Death  10  months  after  ...  2 

Death  11  months  after  ...  Nil 

Death  12  months  and  over  28 


The  ratio  of  non-notified  Tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  Tuber- 
culosis deaths  during  1935  was  1 to  3 or  33*3%- 


HOUSING  CONDITIONS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 
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Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


Year. 

CASES. 

Vision 

Unim- 

paired. 

Vision 

Impaired. 

Total 

Blind- 

ness. 

Death. 

Notified.  Treated. 
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In  conclusion,  I desire  to  place  on  record  my  thanks  to  Mr. 
Greenwood,  Sanitary  Inspector,  for  his  assistance  on  many 
occasions,  as  in  the  past. 

Nurse  Bintcliffe  commenced  duty  as  Health  Visitor  and 
School  Nurse  in  June  and  has  proved  herself  to  be  an  efficient 
officer  and  agreeable  colleague.  She  had  a difficult  task,  coming 
as  a stranger  to  follow  Sister  Shorter,  whose  death  came  as  a 
shock  to  the  town. 

As  one,  amongst  others,  who  had  worked  as  a colleague  with 
Sister  Shorter  during  the  fifteen  years  she  was  in  Heckmond- 
wike,  I find  it  difficult  to  write  about  her  worth.  She  was, 
indeed,  a real  health  visitor  by  nature,  ever  thinking  and  working 
in  the  interests  of  the  mothers  and  children  of  Heckmondwike. 
She  had  a natural  gift  for  this,  without  which  even  the  most 
experienced  nurses  may  not  be  entirely  successful. 

She  was  a native  of  Cambridgeshire,  trained  as  a nurse  in 
Manchester,  and  had  filled  a number  of  important  positions  in 
her  profession  before  coming  to  Heckmondwike.  After  consider- 
able hospital  experience  in  Manchester  and  Liverpool,  she  under- 
took private  nursing  under  many  distinguished  members  of  the 
medical  profession,  including  Lord  Moynihan.  Her  last  post 
before  coming  to  Heckmondwike  was  that  of  Sister-in-Charge 
of  the  Infant  Hospital,  Bradford,  which  caused  her  to  decide  to 
become  a Health  Visitor  and  for  the  future  devote  herself 
entirely  to  such  work. 
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I know  of  many  instances  where  she  sacrificed  herself  for 
the  benefit  of  others  and,  some  nine  months  before  she  died,  she 
contracted  a severe  attack  of  diphtheria  from  a child  at  whose 
house  she  was  visiting  in  the  course  of  her  duty.  Her  death  was 
caused  by  cancer  of  the  lung,  which  reached  the  in- 
evitable termination  in  about  five  weeks.  She  was  a splendid 
type  of  woman  and  nurse.  Many  of  us,  as  we  left  the  graveside 
at  her  funeral,  felt  that  we  had  parted  with  a colleague  who 
would  never  be  forgotten  by  the  people  of  Heckmondwike,  and 
whom  it  would  be  difficult  to  replace. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Council  in  the  autumn  of  1935  the 
Chairman  (Councillor  Thackray)  was  authorised  to  issue  an 
appeal  to  the  public  for  funds  to  provide  a permanent  town’s 
memorial  to  the  late  Sister  Shorter,  who,  a member  stated,  in 
her  nursing  devotion,  gave  her  life  for  the  mothers  and  children. 
It  is  hoped  this  memorial  will  be  placed  in  the  Heckmondwike 
Cemetery  over  her  grave  in  the  coming  summer.  Tributes  to 
her  worth  appeared  in  the  Press  following  her  death  and  an 
appreciation  by  Councillor  B.  G.  Crowther,  Chairman  of  the 
Health  Committee,  was  as  follows:  — 

“ Widespread  regret  will,  I am  sure,  be  felt  at  the  sad  news 
of  Sister  Shorter’s  death.  It  is  difficult  to  find  words  to  express 
adequately  how  great  is  the  loss  to  our  town,  for,  in  addition  to 
her  invaluable  and  conscientious  service  as  a health  officer  of  our 
Council,  she  had  endeared  herself  to  all  the  mothers  of  Heck- 
mondwike by  her  charming  devotion  to  all  the  little  ones  who 
have  come  under  her  care.  Her  duties  have  not  been  carried 
out  simply  because  of  her  professional  demands.  There  has  been 
that  extra  touch  which  has  made  her  duties  a ‘ labour  of  love,’ 
a feature  sometimes  lacking  amongst  health  workers.  ” 

“ We  have  been  most  fortunate  in  having  the  services  of 
Sister  Shorter  for  so  long  a period — 15  years.  Heckmondwike, 
the  place  of  her  adoption,  became  to  her,  as  it  were,  ‘ her 
second  nature,”  and  we  had  come  to  feel  that  only  very  special 
circumstances  would  cause  her  to  sever  her  connection  with  our 
town.’> 

Unfortunately,  this  severance  has  come  sooner  than  we 
had  expected.  As  chairman  of  the  Health  Committee  during 
almost  all  the  years  of  her  service,  I have  always  felt  an  assur- 
ance that  her  work  was  beyond  reproach.  She  understood  to  the 
full  her  mission  as  a health  visitor,  and  endeavoured  to  the  very 
extent  of  her  capacity  to  carry  out  that  mission.” 
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“ Heckmondwike  lias  lost  a public  servant  it  could  ill- afford 
to  lose,  and  Sister  Shorter’s  death  has  created  a vacancy  it  will 
be  difficult  to  fill.” 

G.  H.  PEARCE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Council  Offices, 

Heckmondwike, 

March  31st,  1936. 


